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Young  Women’s  Christian  association 


OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Administration  Building.  17th  and  K  Streets.  N.  W. 

Metropolitan  2102 


MISS  HETTIE  P.  ANDERSON 
GENERAL  SECRETARY 


September  26,  1934 


Mrs,  Robert  E,  Speer 
National  Board,  Y.W.C.A. 

600  Lexington  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 

My  dear  Mrs,  Speer: 

Although  you  may  be  burdened  at  this  time  with 
letters  from  your  friends  all  over  the  world,  the 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Washington  Association 
want  to  add  their  note  of  love  for  you  and  keen 
sympathy  for  you  and  your  family.  We  feel,  as  one 
of  our  secretaries  expressed  it,  that  the  one 
consoling  thought  is  that  you  and  Dr,  Speer  know 
how  to  meet  and  to  triumph  over  such  sorrow. 


Sincerely  yours, 


He t tie  P,  Anderson 
General  Secretary 


MEMBER  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  CHEST.  WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 


MEMBER  OF  THE  YOUNG  WOMEN  S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


J.  Frank  Adams 

MOUNT  UNION.  PENNSYLVANIA 


>n.  i y j y 

/ 

/ 


Philadelphia,  Sept.  17,  1934. 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Because  of  ray  love  of  many 
years,  I  venture  to  intrude  upon  your  sorrow, 
that  I  may  express  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  my 
deep  sympathy. 


I  pray  that  God  may  abundantly 
comfort  you  and  all  of  your  family. 


Yours  in  His  fellowship, 


Phone  Superior  2766 


"be  faithful  unto  death 


REV.  HAIDOW  A3LAHAT 
Pastor 
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September  22,1934. 


Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

156  Fifth  /venue, Hew  York. 

My  dear  Dr. Speer: 

Cur  hearts  go  out  in  sympathy  for  you  and  your  family, 
at  the  tragic  taking  away  of  your  son.  We  can  but  wonder  why 
one  whose  life  of  service  here  had  scarcely  just  begun  should 
be  thus  cut  off;  but  surely  God  had  a  larger  usefulness  for 
him,  and  though  he  be  dead,  his  influence  over  the  student 
body  will  speak  greater  things. 

We  feel  all  the  more  keenly  for  you  in  your  sorrow, 
because  our  own  mother ,  Mrs  .  Sn id eyr,  who  was  with  us  at  Winona 
Lake,v7ehtT‘'’?Wf^,1^^1T^^f¥s^ur1^return;  but  she  had  reached  the 
ripe  age  of  96  years,  and  peacefully  slept  away. She  had  always 
been  interested  in  your  work  and  counted  it  a  privilege  to 
have  met  you  and  have  heard  you.  I  am  sure  in  that  brighter 
world  she  will  know  and  appreciate  your  son. 

I  am  inclosing  a  little  booklet , which  has  brought  comfort 
to  myself  and  others;  if  it  can  help  in  any  small  way  to  bring 
some  comfort  to  you, I  shall  be  glad, though  you  know  so  well 
where  comfort  is  found. 


Mrs.Arrick  joins  me  in  deepest  sympathy. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 


M  ARY  W.  COE 

SECRETARY 


Theodore  H.  aszman 


Anna  C.  Olinger 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 


Firsf  Prcsbu^erian  Ghurcli 


W  eslmiissler 

Student  Foimdalion 


AND  THE 


AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  KANSAS 
LAWRENCE.  KANSAS 


Oct.  5,  1S34 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Hoping  that  I  may  not  be  thrusting  clumsy  but 
well  meaning  fingers  into-  heart  strings  that  have 
been  made  sore  through  bereavement,  I  want  to  express 
a  heart  felt  sympathy  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  in  the 
tragic  death  of  your  son  Eliot. 

I  have  just  read  your  sermon  in  the  Christian 
Century  Pulpit  and  have  had  my  faith  strengthened  in 
its  certain, clear  note.  It  prompted  me  to  write  you 
this  note  realizing  that  yours  is  a  faith  that  sustains 
in  deepest  pain  and  triumphs  through  darkest  sorrows. 


Please  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  answer 

Most  sincerely. 


Theodore  HLxftszm>an 
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SYSTEMATIC  THEOLOGY 


JOHN  ABERLY,  D.IJ. 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SEMINARY 


September  17,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  want  to  express  to  you  my  sincere  sympathy 
in  the  tragedy  that  brought  to  its  earthly 
close  the  work  of  your  talented  son.  It  was 
a  great  shock  not  only  to  me  but  to  all  of 
your  friends  here  at  the  Seminary,  of  whom  you 
have  a  large  number.  One  realizes  how  little 
one  can  do  to  help  to  bear  the  burdens  of  others 
at  times  like  this,  but  if  sincere  sympathy  can 
in  any  way  help  you  I  want  to  assure  you  that 
that  is  expressed  on  all  sides. 

With  kind  regards  and  all  good  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours 


JA/CFB 


The  First  Presbyterian  Church 

Bridgeport,  Connecticut 
Alexander  Alison,  Jr..  D. D.,  Minister 
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WM.  B.  ALLISON 
1803  CAMPUS  ROAD 

EAGLE  ROCK,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 


3ep.l5,1934 


My  Dear  Dr.  Speer* - 

Mrs.  Allison  and  I  were  horrified, on 
opening  the  morning  paper, to  read  the  notice 
of  the  great  sorrow  that  has  come  to  your 
family. 

We  have  no  word3  with  which  to  adequately 
express  to  you  how  deeply  we  feel  for  you  at 
this  time, but  we  want  you  and  yours  to  know 
that  you  have  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Only  the  God  of  all  comfort  can  Himself 
give  you  that  deeper  3olace  for  which  the  soul 
longs  at  a  time  like  this, and  we  know  that  both 
you  and  yours  have  long  since  learned  to  seek 
this  in  the  scret  of  His  presence. 

Our  hearts  ache  for  you. 


Cordially, 


Tvlrs.  Grosby  Adams 
Tke  House  -  In  -  tke  -  W oods 
Tvtorvtceat,  T^octk  Carolina 
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The  Filipino  Students’  Christian  Movement  in  America 

National  Office:  347  Madison  Avenue,  New  \  ork  City 

Telephone:  VAnderbilt  3-1200 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICERS 

Pedro  E.  Y.  Rio 
President 

National  Office 

J.  E.  Perpinan 
Vice-President 

State  University  of  Iowa 
Iowa  City 

Rosauro  Gomez 
T reasurer 

National  Office 


Manuel  A.  Adeva 
General  Secretary 


OFFICIAL  ORGAN 
The  Filipino  Student 


September  17,  1934. 


Victorio  Velasco 
Editor 

4238  12th  Ave.,  N.  E. 

Seattle,  Washington  Dr .  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

•  24  Gramercy  Park, 

regional  secretaries  New  York  City 

Monico  C.  Calma 

(Atlantic  seaboard)  My  dear  Dr.  end  Mrs.  Speer: 

Penn.  Academy  of  Fine  Arts 


Antonio  Isidro 

(East  Central  Region) 
Univ.  of  Chicago 

Francisco  Taberner 
(West  Central  Region) 
Kansas  State  College 

Domingo  E.  Erum 
(Rocky  Mountains) 
Univ.  of  Denver 

Placido  E.  Palmejar 
(Pacific  Area) 

Univ.  of  Redlands 


I  have  read  of  the  unfortunate  event  that  took 
away  from  your  family  circle  your  son,  Mr.  Elliott  Speer. 

On  behalf  of  our  association  and  my  own,  please  accept  our 
sincere  sympathy  in  the  loss  that  your  family  has  sustained 
in  the  passing  away  of  your  son. 


ADVISORY  BOARD 

Hon.  Camilo  Osias 
Charles  D.  Hurrey 
Prof.  J.  Ralston  Hayden 
Bruce  W.  Dickson 
Miss  Kate  Kendig 
Edward  II.  Foote 
Mrs.  Thornton  B.  Penfif.ld 
Dr.  A.  Lowell  Ryan 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Goodman 
Prof.  H.  M.  Baldwin 
Dr.  O.  W.  E.  Cook 


MAA/r 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


lourth  $)rcsbgtcrian  Church 
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SUPERIOR  8450 
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Macalester  College 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


September  24,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Secretary,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Mrs.  Acheson  and  I  were  greatly 


grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  son, 
Elliott,  and  extend  to  you  our  deep  sympathy 
in  this  great  bereavement.  We  do  not  need 
to  point  you  to  the  great  source  of  comfort 
in  such  an  affliction  for  you  already  know 
well  the  only  source  from  which  real  consola¬ 
tion  can  come.  Our  prayers  and  hearts  are 
with  you  and  Mrs.  Speer. 


Sincerely  yours. 


President 


ALFRED  WILLIAMS  ANTHONY 
40  MOUNTAIN  AVENUE 
LEWISTON  MAINE 
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White  Mountains 
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Brigadier  John  J.  Allan 


September  17,  1934 


Mr.<&  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

24  Gramercy  Park, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Speer:- 

It  is  with  deep  regret 
that  we  note  the  passing  away  of  your 
beloved  son. 


On  behalf  of  Commander 
Evangeline  C.  Booth  also  Commissioner 
John  McMillan,  our  leaders,  I  am  desired 
to  convey  to  you  and  the  remaining  loved 
ones  their  tender  sympathy  in  the  great 
loss  you  have  sustained. 

In  the  hour  of  your 

bereavement  our  prayers  follow  you,  and 
we  shall  continue  to  bear  you  before  the 
Throne  in  petition  for  comforting  and 
sustaining  grace  to  be  your  portion  in 
the  days  to  come. 

May  God  abundantly  bless 
you,  and  comfort  your  hearts  always. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


A:  G. 
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MRS.  CHARLES  ARTHUR  SPEER 
415  WEST  JEFFERSON  STREET 

Washington,  Iowa 
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The  Manse 

THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

MORGANTOWN,  WEST  VIRGINIA 


Mrs.  Edwin  m.  bulkley 

WALNUT  STREET 
ENGLEWOOD,  NEW  JERSEY 
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Mrs.  Edwin  M.  Bulkley 

WALNUT  STREET 
ENGLEWOOD.  NEW  JERSEY 
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M  rs.  Les<er  D.I5  rown 


Class  of  Service 


f‘  '(fE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 


WESTERN 
UNION 


1201-S 


R.  B.  WHITE 
PRESIDENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


J.  C.  WILLEVER 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Keceived  at 


GR16J  23  4  EXTRA  XC  =  E ASTORAfiGE  NJ  15  755P 


fMTHERMAN  NORTH F I  ELD  MASS= 


j  MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

PEER= 

DAY  LETTER 

DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  AND  MY  PRAYERS  IN  YOUR  SUDDEN  AND  TERRIBLE 
BEREAVEMENT  GOD  GRACIOUSLY  COMFORT  AND  SUSTAIN  ALL  OF  YOU= 


:H  A  RRY  L  BOWL  BY  . 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY 


TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


1201-S 


WESTERN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J.  C.  WTLLEVER 

PRESIDENT  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME, 

Received  at 

GR43  25  DL  =  VN  BRONXV ILLE  NY  SEP  IS  95QA 
WILL  I  AM  SPE E R= 

-MTHERMON  SCHOOL  NORTH  FIELD  MASS= 

YOU  AND  YOUR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER  ARE  CONSTANTLY  IN  OUR 
THOUGHTS  MAY  GOD  BLESS  YOU  RICHLY  IN  THIS  TIME  OF  GREAT 
NEED  WITH  DEVOTED  AFFECT  1 0N  = 

MARGARET  AND  HOWARD  BEMENT. 

1 1 056 A 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 

SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 

n  r 


J  s 

Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 

V  f1 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 

1201-S 

WE  S  TE  RN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J.  C.  WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT _ _ CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME* 

Received  at 

r 

GR43  33  7  EXTRA=HARRI SBURG  PENN  SEP  15  1 02 1 A 

m 

DR  AND  MRS  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

E ASTNOTHF I  ELD  MASS= 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 

SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 

r 


j  S 

Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 

r 


DEEPLY  DISTRESSED  TO  LEARN  OF  TRAGEDY  MOTHER  AND  FATHER 

AWAY  BUT  WILL  COMMUNICATE  WITH  THEM  AND  IF  ANY  OF  US  CAN 
HELP  PLEASE  LET  ME  KN0W= 


GEORGE  BAILEY 


1604  NORTH  2  ST. 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


1201-S 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  ,the  address. 


WESTERN 


R.  B.  WHITE 


UNION 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 


J.  C.  WILLEVER 


SIGNS 


DL  —  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


PRESIDENT 


CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


Ship  Radiogram 

^ r 


The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 


Received  at 


NBK84  13  5  EXTRA=W  I LL  I AMSPORT  PENN  If  VIA  MTHERMON  MASS  17 


DR  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 


FULL-RATE 


DAY  LETTER 


ROCKLEDGE  LAKEVILLE  C0NN  = 


YOU  AND  YOURS  HAVE  OUR  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  MAY  GOD  COMFORT 

AND  STRENGTHEN  Y0U= 

DA V  I  D  DEFOREST  BURRELL. 

P •  ' 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


BY  DIRECT  WIRE  FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NEWCOMB  CARLTON.  PRESIDENT  J.  C.  WILLEVER.  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  filing  time  ns  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-ratp  tplperams  and  Hav  1#»ttpr«  nnH  Hma  «»*  ~~  ~hown  on  all  messages*  is  STANDARD  TIME* 

NY  1 84  184  NL  VIA  MS= E AST  OR ANGE  NJ  SEP 

DR  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE  C0NN  =  «.  C' 

OUR  HEARTS  ARE  FULL  OF  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  FOR  YOU  AND  YOURS 
IN  YOUR  GREAT  SORROW  AND  LOSS  MAY  GOD  SUSTAIN  AND  COMFORT 
YOU  AND  GRANT  THE  PEACE  YOU  HAVE  BROUGHT  TO  OTHERS  IN  THEIR 
TIMES  OF  GREAT . BEREAVEMENT  MY  LOVE  TO  Y0U= 

BOB  BEATTY. 

{ 40 f P  . 


J - ^ 

SIGNS 

DL  =  Day  Letter 
NM  =  Night  Message 
NL  =  Night  Letter 
LCO  =  Deferred  Cable 
NLT  =  Cable  Letter 
WLT  =  Week-End  Letter 

S_ r 


j - 

Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 

S  r 


PATRONS  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  FAVOR  THE  COMPANY  BY  CRITICISM  AND  SUGGESTION  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


WESTERN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J.C.  WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD _ FIRST  VICE»PRESIDENT 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Received  at 


J - s 

Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 

S  r* 


1201-S 

- ^ 

SIGN  S 

I')L  =  Day  Letter 
NM  =  Night  Message 
NL  =  Night  Letter 
LC  =  Deferred  Cable 
NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 
Ship  Radiogram 

S  r 


GR 73  9  3  EXTRA=UD  ELPASO  TEX  VIA  MS 

ROBERT  E  SPEERS  ' 

CARE  MRS  ELLIOTT  SPEER  MTHERMON 


M  ASS= 


SEP 

1  5 - 

'  y  tANSIT 

cz 

J  DAY  LETTER 

DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  IN  YOUR  GREAT  SORROW^ 

FRANK  W  BIBLE. 

1 21 9P  • 


\  / 
w 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 


WESTERN 


1201-S 


UNION 


R.  B.  WHITE 
PRESIDENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


J.  C.  WILLEVER 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME, 

Received  at 


[ 


GR88  35  XC  =  E  AGL  ESME  RE  PENN  SEP  15  1226P 

MRS  ROBERT  SPEER= 

•M-TH E RMON  SCHOOL  NORTHF  I  ELD  MASS  = 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 

TELEGRAM  JUST  RECEIVED  WE  ARE  SHOCKED  AND  DISTRESSED  YOU 
AND  ROBB  HAVE  OUR  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  AND  LOVE  GOD  MOVES  IN 
MYSTERIOUS  WAYS  BUT  WE  KNOW  IT  IS  FOR  OUR  GOOD  SORRY  WE 
CANNOT  JOIN  Y0U= 

ELIZABETH  AND  EDWARD  BAILEY. 

1 253P I  111  m  Bih  1 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


1201-S 


WE  S  TE  RN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J-  c-  WTLLEVER 
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Received  at 

GR57  1 1 =PH  IL ADELPH I  A  PENN  SEP  15  1106A 

MRS  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

EAST.NORTHF  I  ELD  MASS= 

CAROLINE  AND  I  SEND  DEEPEST  LOVE  AND  SYMPATHY  TO  YOU  ALL= 

J I M . 101 P 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 
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gram  unless  its  de¬ 
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sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 
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SIGNS 

DL  =  Day  Letter 
NM  =  Night  Message 
NL  =  Night  Letter 
LC  =  Deferred  Cable 
NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 
Ship  Radiogram 
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THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 
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WESTERN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J.  C.  WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT  _ CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  FI RST  VI CE-PRESI DENT 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Received  at 

GR142  6G  DL  =  PH I L ADELPH I  A  PENN  SEP  15  5Q8P 
MRS  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

NORTHFIELD  MASS= 

•WORDS  ARE  SO  FUTILE  WHAT  CAN  I  DO  TO  HELP  AS  I  KNOW  THE  ROAD 

0 1 ' L  L  TOO  WELL  WILL  BE  UNABLE  TO  COME  ON  DUE  TO  MIGNON  BEING 

ILL  STOP  HOWEVER  ADDRESS  CARE  LIEUT  W  W  ORR  MARINE  OFFICERS  < 

OUARTERS  NAVY  YARD  IF  I  CAN  BE  OF  USF  CFVOTFD  LOVE  AND  DEEPEST 
SYMPATHY  TO  YOU  UNCLE  ROB  AND  YOUR  F AM  I L Y  = 

ANNETTE . 

526P 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 

SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 
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Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 
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THE  QUICKEST.  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


[  RECEIVED  AT 

85  MAIN 

Iff;  f223  T8MIKS 

,4,  till 

STANDARD  TIME 

INDICATED  ON  THIS  MESSAGE 

Tostal  Telegraph 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  SYSTEM 


This  Is  a  full  rate  Telegram,  Cablegram  or 
Radiogram  unless  otherwise  Indicated  by 
signal  in  the  check  or  In  the  address. 
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DL 

DAY  LETTER 

NL 

NIGHT  LETTER 

NM 

NIGHT  MESSAGE 

LCO 

DEFERRED  CABLE 

NLT 

NIGHT  CABLE  LETTER 

WLT 

WEEK  END  CABLE  LETTER 

RADIOGRAM 
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1934  SEP  15  PM  4  40 


,Di o  22  RELAY  VIA  FV=TD  HARRISBURG  PENN  15  555P 

DR  AND  MRS  ROBERT  SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE  C0NN= 


I  HAVE  JUST  SEEN  NEWSPAPER  A»*  SHOCKED  OVER  DREADFUL  NEWS  ABOUT 
ELLIOTT  SUCH  A  TERRIBLE  BLOW  STOP  MY  LOVE  AMD  DEEPEST  SYMPA TH Y= 
ALGER. 


foetal  Vltgrait 
twig  T  ~ 


V.'S  DO  OUR  PAWS' 


Telephone  Your  Telegrams  to  Tostal  Telegraph 


RECEIVED  AT 


, ' 1 


Tostal  Telegraph 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  SYSTEM 


STANDARD  TIME 
INDICATED  ON  THIS  MESSAGE 


Commercial 

Cables 


Ulackatj 


(111  Clmerica 
Cables 


Tadio 


This  Is  4  full  rate  Telegram,  Cablegram  or 
Radiogram  unless  otherwise  Indicated  by 
signal  in  the  check  or  In  the  address. 


DL 

DAY  LETTER 

NL 

NIGHT  LETTER 

NM 

NIGHT  MESSAGE 

LCO 

DEFERRED  CABLE 

NLT 

NIGHT  CABLE  LETTER 

WLT 

WEEK  END  CABLE  LETTER 

RADIOGRAM 

HD21  17  7  EXTRA=ROME  GA  VIA  FV  MEWYORK  MY  17l3^b^fA17  ™  12  51 
MR  AMD  MRS  ROBERT  SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE  C0NN=  v/ 

HEARTFELT  SYMPATHY  AMD  PRAYERS  FROMBERRY  FACULTY  AMD  STUDENTS 
GREAT  LOSS  TO  EDUCATIONAL  W0RLD= 

MARTHA  BERRY. 
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SIGNS 
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NL  =  Night  Letter 
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NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 
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Received  at  19  Dean  Street,  Englewood,  N.  J. 


‘NAC176  1 1=CLEVELAND  OHIO  SEP  17  325P 
DR  AND  MRS  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

ENGLEWOOD  NJ= 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT  \ 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER  I 

1 

LOVE  AND  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY  FROM  THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 

CLEVELAND= 

PHILIP  SMEAD  BIRD. 

336P 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 
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ABBOT  AC^DE  |VI  V 
A[M  D  OV  E  A  ,  MASSACHUSETTS 


r  C  '/t 


« — e-*. — 7T 


/S7 / ? 


Clje  ^artforti  g>emtnarg  ifountiatton 

^artforD,  Connecticut 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


September  19,  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Let  me  add  just  one 

more  «°rd  of  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this 
earning  tragedy  which  has  come  Into 
your  family. 


/e  can  °nly  give 

thanks  for  the  rich  service  which  had 
been  given  and  rely  upon  God's  oodness 
to  show  us  light  through  the  darkness 
of  sorrow. 


Faithfully  yours, 

fW^  Uj 

ROBBINS  WOLCOTT  BARSTOW 


(5^1 


1 3S-  Ca4  ^  <9 u  WTH-oiA 

il^chUAAW  4<\  >  'S3*4 


fW*  HW.  Qv^>  ,  /  i  .  .  . 

^TKti  u4o&^»  ^iArtJXtUUk  WHV' dJL  v^4 

dxr  ^todx^ <v  tk* 

ftoud  4m  ^ 

(VjIViaAJU  (SbxM->~  •  'Va^  6-uha/  'VvUAAAHyv4(»»V. 

Ovu-UL  tuju«l  flJLMA/ 

UU4aa1A.  U>0uuCk"Tx»Ji/  tp  ‘Lifi^xxlA  «ASA/y 

dUM,  s  oAl6^  ^ 

CX^/^  l^-w  ^^A- 

(jo-c  \AJ-diL  Vjft't/  <L6j^  CkXM^W^te 

Wft-uJ  oJb-ftAA-A/  Ua£  'Ww^Ia.  *-* 

Qju^JL  tyAAJtilAAAAA^ 

U^JLljUl£&^^  OooJL  ft\Ajr^JjAj^  \uL- 

1anc>  IRxAj^vii  b^-n/v  AavIaa-cIa  vxnXflj 

aJLoJXl  Ujudtxi  llu  ^jloM-  0-U& 

(Ls>  ^Iaj6^>UP9  j^JUL  *  '1^Kx_A>U/'' 

o^uul*/  vbo^K  ^  * 


AA\  b***?  *>f 

b-&u&f- +*-C*HX+ifl  J  t&£y  L***^?^ *£,0^  fr*rA)fV%Jb.  &£t&) , 

IMljat  3s  tlje  Cljiistian’s  Beatlj? 

&  Jlebttatton  for  tlje  3Time  of  Pereabement 

Rev.  Arthur  Judson  Brown,  D.  D.,  New  \  ork 


What  is  the  Christian’s  death?  Hu¬ 
man  speculation  might  be  unprofit¬ 
able.  We  turn  to  the  only  authority 
that  we  have,  the  Word  of  God.  There 
we  find  the  meaning  of  the  Christian’s 
death  expressed  under  various  fig¬ 
ures.  We  may  refer  to  four  that  are 
most  helpful  and  comforting. 

Asleep  in  Jesus.  Paul  uses  this  fig¬ 
ure  in  1  Thessalonians  4.14: 

“For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died 
and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also  that 
are  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus  will  God 
bring  with  him.” 

It  is  natural  to  think  of  death  as  a 
sleep.  How  calm  and  peaceful  is  the 
face  of  the  loved  one!  The  lines  of  toil 
and  care  are  smoothed  out.  Every 
appearance  indicates  repose,  and  that 
“there  the  wicked  cease  from  troub¬ 
ling,  and  there  the  weary  be  at  rest,” 
Job  3.17. 

But  the  figure  should  not  be 
pressed  too  far.  The  bodily  appear¬ 
ance  may  look  like  sleep,  but  the 
spirit  is  not  unconscious.  The  repose 
is  not  inertia.  That  is  not  only  incom¬ 
patible  with  other  figures  presently  to 
be  noted,  but  with  this  one  also,  for  it 
is  a  sleep  in  Jesus,  and  Jesus  is  alive, 
intensely  alive  and  active.  No  one 
asleep  in  Jesus  can  be  in  oblivion. 
Rather  does  this  figure  suggest  free¬ 
dom  from  the  strain  and  fever  of  our 


earthly  life,  the  absence  of  fear  and 
restless  craving.  All  faculties  are 
alert,  but  in  perfect  equilibrium. 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  beauti¬ 
fully  wrote: 

Of  all  the  thoughts  of  God  that  are 
Borne  inward  into  souls  afar 
Along  the  psalmist’s  music  deep, 

Now  tell  me  if  that  any  is 
For  gift  or  grace  surpassing  this: 

“He  giveth  his  beloved — sleep.” 

What  would  we  give  to  our  beloved. 

The  hero’s  heart  to  be  unmoved. 

The  poet’s  star-tuned  harp  to  sweep. 

The  patriot’s  voice  to  teach  and  rouse, 

The  monarch’s  crown  to  light  and  brows? 
“He  giveth  his  beloved — sleep!” 

His  dews  drop  mutely  on  the  hill. 

His  cloud  above  it  saileth  still, 

Though  on  its  slope  men  sow  and  reap: 
More  softly  than  the  dew  is  shed. 

Or  cloud  is  floated  overhead, 

“He  giveth  his  beloved — sleep.” 

Aye,  men  may  wonder  while  they  scan 
A  living,  thinking,  feeling  man 

Confirmed  in  such  a  rest  to  keep ; 

But  angels  say, — and  through  the  word 
I  think  their  happy  smile  is  heard, — 

“He  giveth  his  beloved — sleep”! 

Departure.  We  find  this  figure  in 
Paul’s  second  Epistle  to  Timothy  4.6: 

“The  time  of  my  departure  is 
come.” 

The  figure  in  the  Greek  word  for 
“departure”  literally  means  “to  pull 
up  anchor  and  set  sail.”  How  many  of 
us  feel  that  we  are  anchored  to  earth, 
held  down  by  chains  of  habit  or  en¬ 
vironment,  restrained  by  ties  that  are 
difficult  to  break !  Death  breaks  these 
chains.  The  ship  is  freed  from  its 
anchor.  It  spreads  its  sails  to  the 


winds  of  heaven  and  sails  forth  to  the 
heavenly  port  where,  as  Paul  said, 
“there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that 
day;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all 
them  also  that  love  his  appearing,”  2 
Timothy  4.8.  Have  we  not  looked  for 
it  and  longed  for  it?  And  when  we 
have  pulled  up  anchor  and  set  sail 
the  longing  has  become  a  wondrous 
reality.  The  redeemed  soul  can  say 
with  Tennyson: 

And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar 

When  I  put  out  to  sea, 

...  no  sadness  of  farewell 

When  I  embark ; 

For  tho’  from  out  our  bourne  of  Time  and 
Place 

The  flood  may  bear  me  far, 

I  hope  to  meet  my  Pilot  face  to  face 

When  I  have  crossed  the  bar. 

Exodus.  We  read  in  Luke  9.28-31 
that  when  our  Lord  was  transfigured 
on  the  mountain  “there  talked  with 
him  two  men,  who  were  Moses  and 
Elijah;  who  appeared  in  glory  and 
spake  of  his  decease  which  he  was 
about  to  accomplish  at  Jerusalem.” 

The  same  word  is  used  in  2  Peter 
1.15:  “I  will  give  diligence  that  at 
every  time  ye  may  be  able  after  my 
decease  to  call  these  things  to  remem¬ 
brance.” 

The  word  “decease”  is  here  used  in 
the  sense  of  exodus,  a  going  out.  Per¬ 
haps  the  reference  is  to  the  exodus  of 
the  Hebrews  from  Egypt.  To  the  be¬ 
liever  death  is  the  way  out  of  bond¬ 
age  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
sons  of  God.  The  soul  leaves  behind 
the  pain  and  sorrow  of  earth,  tempta¬ 
tion  and  sin,  and  is  emancipated  into 
the  wide  spaces  of  the  heavenly  land 
where,  in  the  splendid  imagery  of 
Isaiah  40.31,  “they  shall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run, 
and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk, 
and  not  faint.” 

Tabernacle  Dissolved.  Paul  uses 
this  figure  in  2  Corinthians  5.1 : 


“We  know  that  if  the  earthly  house 
of  our  tabernacle  be  dissolved  we 
have  a  building  from  God,  a  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heav- 
ens.” 

Tabernacle  is  a  stately,  dignified 
word,  but  its  stateliness  and  dignity 
tend  to  obscure  its  meaning.  A  taber¬ 
nacle  is  simply  a  tent,  and  a  tent  sug¬ 
gests  a  journey  and  a  temporary 
shelter.  At  the  end  of  a  hard  day 
the  wearied  traveler  pitches  his  tent. 
In  the  morning  he  takes  it  down  and 
sets  forth  on  the  journey  of  another 
day.  Thus  day  after  day  he  toils  on, 
sometimes  through  green  pastures  and 
beside  still  waters,  sometimes  over 
sandy  deserts  and  rocky  steeps,  weary 
and  footsore  as  the  months  pass.  But 
he  is  sustained  by  the  consciousness  of 
divine  guidance.  At  last  he  arrives  at 
the  end  of  his  pilgrimage.  The  tent, 
now  worn  and  weakened  by  long  use 
and  exposure  to  the  elements,  is  dis¬ 
carded,  and  the  pilgrim  enters  not 
now  a  fragile,  temporary  habitation, 
but  “a  building  from  God,  a  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.”  In  the  journey  through 
this  earthly  life  Paul  says  that  “we 
that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan, 
being  burdened,”  2  Corinthians  5.4, 
but  in  the  heavenly  habitation  all  this 
is  over.  John  tells  us  that  he  “heard 
a  great  voice  out  of  the  throne,  say¬ 
ing,  God  shall  wipe  away  every  tear 
from  their  eyes,  and  death  shall  be 
no  more,  neither  shall  there  be  mourn¬ 
ing  nor  crying,  nor  pain  any  more: 
the  first  things  are  passed  away,” 
Revelation  21.  3,  4.  No  more  is  the 
traveler  confined  to  a  small  tent,  for, 
as  the  Lord  told  his  disciples,  “In  my 
Father’s  house  are  many  mansions,” 
John  14.2.  There  is  room,  ample  room 
for  all.  And  when  a  loved  one  who 
has  been  with  us  on  the  winding  trail 
of  life  leaves  this  earthly  tent  we  feel 
as  Thomas  Lewis,  a  British  missionary 
in  Africa,  felt  as  he  stood  beside  the 


coffined  body  of  one  of  his  associates: 

“You  and  I  have  journeyed  long. 
We  have  been  led  by  different  paths, 
for  we  have  not  always  traveled  in 
company.  But  by  God’s  grace  we  have 
been  brought  together  today  to  our 
last  camping  place.  The  trail  has  been 
a  long  one,  and  the  difficulties  nu¬ 
merous.  You  and  I  have  pitched  our 
tents  together  many  a  time  in  that 
land  we  love  so  well,  and  we  have 
come  to  the  parting  of  the  ways  once 
more.  As  for  you,  my  friend,  your 
camping  days  are  over!  We  are  not 
going  to  pitch  our  tent  tonight.  You 
do  not  need  it,  for  you  have  traveled 
far  on  the  king’s  highway,  and  it  has 
pleased  him  to  call  you  home.  You 
have  entered  into  that  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
You  have  reached  the  king’s  country, 
and  the  guests  of  the  eternal  are 
homed  in  palaces,  not  tents.  As  for 
that  frail  tent  in  which  you  taber¬ 
nacled  amongst  us,  we  have  brought 
it  along  with  us.  Loving  hands  have 
folded  it  up  and  perfumed  it  with  the 
tears  of  their  hearts.  We  will  put  it 
aside  carefully  and  reverently  in  its 
last  resting-place,  not  that  you  will 
need  it  again,  but  simply  because  it  is 
yours.” 

As  for  us  who  remain  for  a  time, 
“we  shall  press  on  the  best  we  can  on 
the  same  old  trail,”  each  of  us  like 
Peter,  “knowing  that  the  putting  off 
of  our  tabernacle  cometh  swiftly,”  2 
Peter  1.  14. 

Heaven 

Loved  ones  who  have  gone  before 
await  us.  Dr.  William  E.  Barton 
wrote  after  the  death  of  his  wife: 

“Now  there  will  come  a  day  when 
I  also  shall  ascend  the  stair  that 
slopeth  upward  from  this  mortal 
world  to  that  which  is  above.  And  I 
know  that  she  will  be  listening  for  my 
coming.  Yea,  and  she  will  not  alto¬ 
gether  wait  for  me  inside  the  gate: 
for  I  shall  hear  her  footstep  coming  a 


little  way  down  to  meet  me,  and  we 
shall  go  in  together.” 

“Now  I  saw  in  my  dream,”  said 
Bunyan  in  his  immortal  allegory, 
“that  these  two  men  went  in  at  the 
gate,  and  lo !  as  they  entered  they 
were  transfigured,  and  they  had  rai¬ 
ment  put  on  that  shone  like  gold. 
There  were  also  that  met  them  with 
harps  and  crowns,  and  gave  them  to 
them ;  the  harps  to  praise  withal,  and 
the  crowns  in  token  of  honor.  Then 
I  heard  in  my  dream  that  all  the  bells 
in  the  city  rang  again  for  joy,  and 
that  it  was  said  unto  them:  Enter  ye 

into  the  joy  of  our  Lord! . 

Now,  just  as  the  gates  were  opened  to 
let  in  the  men  I  looked  in  after  them, 
and  behold,  the  city  shone  like  the 
sun !  The  streets  also  were  paved  with 
gold,  and  in  them  walked  many  men 
with  crowns  on  their  heads,  palms  in 
their  hands,  and  golden  harps  to  sing 
praises  withal.  There  were  also  of 
them  that  had  wings,  and  they  an¬ 
swered  one  another  without  intermis¬ 
sion,  saying,  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the 
Lord!  And  after  that  they  shut  up 
the  gates:  which  when  I  had  seen  I 
wished  myself  among  them.” 

Doubtless  the  death  of  a  believer  is 
even  moi'e  rich  in  meaning  than  these 
figures  suggest.  Dante  wrote  of  his 
vision  of  Paradise: 

.  .  .  What  I  saw 

Was  not  for  words  to  speak,  nor  memory’s 
self 

To  stand  against  such  outrage  on  her  skill. 

One  universal  smile  it  seem'd  of  all  things, 
Joy  past  compare,  gladness  unutterable. 
Imperishable  life  of  peace  and  love. 
Exhaustless  riches  and  unmeasured  bliss. 

.  .  .  O  speech. 

How  feeble  and  how  faint  art  thou  to  give 
Conception  birth! 

And  so  the  Christian  is  not  to  fear 
death,  and  his  loved  ones  are  not  to 
sorrow  “even  as  the  rest  who  have  no 
hope.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus 
died  and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also 


that  are  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus  will 
God  bring  with  him,”  1  Thessalonians 
4.  13,  14. 

The  life  beyond  is  sure,  real,  and 
full  of  joyful  effort.  When  Robert 
Burdette  lay  on  his  death  bed  in 
Southern  California,  he  said: 

‘‘I  watch  the  sunset  as  I  look  out 
over  the  rim  of  the  blue  Pacific,  and 
there  is  no  mystery  beyond  the  hori¬ 
zon  line,  because  I  know  what  there 
is  over  there.  I  have  been  there.  I 
have  journeyed  in  those  lands.  Over 
there  where  the  sun  is  just  sinking  is 
Japan.  That  star  is  rising  over  China. 
In  that  direction  lie  the  Philippines. 
I  know  all  that.  Well,  there  is  another 
land  that  I  look  toward  as  I  watch  the 
sunset!  I  have  never  seen  it.  I  have 
never  seen  any  one  who  has  been 
there,  but  it  has  a  more  abiding  real¬ 
ity  than  any  of  these  lands  which  I  do 
know.  This  land  beyond  the  sunset, 
this  land  of  immortality,  this  fair  and 
blessed  country  of  the  soul,  why,  this 
heaven  of  ours  is  the  one  thing  in  the 
world  which  I  know  with  absolute,  un¬ 
shaken,  unchangeable  certainty!  This 


1  know  with  a  knowledge  that  is  never 
shadowed  by  a  passing  cloud  of  doubt. 
I  may  not  always  be  certain  about 
this  world;  my  geographical  locations 
may  sometimes  become  confused;  but 
the  other  world — that  I  know.  And 
as  the  afternoon  sun  sinks  lower  faith 
shines  more  clearly,  and  hope,  lifting 
her  voice  in  a  higher  key,  sings  the 
songs  of  fruition.  My  work  is  about 
ended,  I  think.  The  best  of  it  I  have 
done  poorly;  any  of  it  I  might  have 
done  better;  but  I  have  done  it,  and  in 
a  fairer  land  with  finer  material  and 
a  better  working  light  I  will  do  better 
work.” 

In  the  cheer  of  this  thought  and  in 
the  glory  of  the  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promises  of  God  we  say  to 
those  who  stand  beside  their  dead: 

“Now  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  him¬ 
self,  and  God  even  our  Father,  who 
hath  loved  us  and  hath  given  us  ever¬ 
lasting  consolation  and  good  hope 
through  grace,  comfort  your  hearts 
and  stablish  you  in  every  good  word 
and  work!”  (2  Thessalonians  2.  16, 
17). 
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For  the  old-time  step  and  the  glad  return, - 
Think  of  him  faring  on,  as  dear 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  DUBUQUE 


DUBUQUE. IOWA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


“Our  God  shall  come!”  Psalm  50:3-5  and,  2:6-12  and  24:3-10. 

“The  Lord — shall  suddenly  come.”  Malachi  3:1-6,  16,  17;  4:1,  2; 

Zephaniah  1:7-8,  14-16  and  2:1-3. 

IN  A  MOMENT 

“In  that  Day  the  GREAT  trumpet  shall  be  blown." — Isaiah  27:13;  Daniel  12. 

“Thy  dead  men  shall  live:  together  with  My  dead  body  shall  they  arise.” 

Isaiah  26:19;  Job  19:25-27;  I  Thess.  4:15-18  5th  Chap.;  Hebrews  9:28  and  11:  39-40; 

Luke  21:  24-36. 

Quite  suddenly  -  it  may  be  at  the  turning  of  a  lane. 

Where  I  stand  to  watch  a  skylark  soar  from  out  the  swelling  grain. 

That  the  trump  of  God  shall  thrill  me,  with  its  call  so  loud  and  clear. 

And  I’m  called  away  to  meet  Him,  Whom  of  all  I  hold  most  dear. 

Quite  suddenly  -  it  may  be  in  His  house  I  bend  my  knee. 

When  the  kingly  Voice,  long  hoped  for,  comes  at  last  to  summon  me. 

And  the  fellowship  of  earth-life  that  has  seemed  so  passing  sweet. 

Proves  nothing  but  the  shadow  of  our  meeting  round  His  feet. 

Quite  suddenly  -  it  may  be  as  I  tread  the  busy  street. 

Strong  to  endure  life’s  stress  and  strain,  its  every  call  to  meet. 

That  through  the  roar  of  traffic,  a  trumpet,  silvery  clear. 

Shall  stir  my  startled  senses  and  proclaim  His  coming  near. 

Quite  suddenly  -  it  may  be  as  I  lie  in  dreamless  sleep, 

God’s  gift  to  many  a  sorrowing  heart,  with  no  more  tears  to  weep 
That  a  call  shall  break  my  slumber  and  a  Voice  sound  in  my  ear; 

Rise  up,  my  love,  and  come  away,  behold  the  Bridegroom’s  here. 

Jesus  said — “I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  he  that  believcth  in  Me  though  he  were  dead  yet 
shall  he  live;  and  he  that  liveth  and  believeth  shall  never  see  death.”  John  11:25-26; 

John  14:1-3-6;  I  Cor.  15  :  23,  51,  52. 
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Mr,  Harold  W.  Buchanan 
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John  Stewart  burgess 

506  GLENSIDE  AVENUE 
WYNCOTE 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Sept. 19, 1934. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer- 


May  I  express  to  you  my  very  deep  sympathy 


at  this  time  of  great  suffering  and  loss.  I  knew 
Elliot  atx^BYincfethn  sdme  years  ago  and  had  recently 
heard  such  fine  things  of  his  remarkable  influence 
at  Northfield  from  my  niece  who  is  studying  there. 

May  God’s  deepest  comfort  he  yours, for  you 
have  been  a  mighty  inspiration  and  strength  to  so 
many.  rj  $  *■■*■**  * 

Hrs. Burgess  joins  me  in  this  inadequate  but 
sincere  word  of  sympathy, 

Cordially  yours. 
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233  EDWARDS  STREET 
NEW  HAVEN, CONN. 
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THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


Clas^-gf  SEBYlcf  I 

This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 


-WESTERN 


N 


V 


R.  B.  WHITE 
PRESIDENT 


UNION 


f  T 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 


J.  C.  WILLEVER 
FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 


SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 

r 


The  filing  time  aa  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

R«c«v«l  »t  -■'!  NOV  1 1  PM  7  3". 
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MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 
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ARE  VilTH  YOU  TODAY 
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WESTERN  UNION  GIFT  ORDERS  SOLVE  THE  PERPLEXING  QUESTION  OF  WHAT  TO  GIVE 


BY  DIRECT  WIRE  FROM 


1223-S 


WESTERN 
UNION 

R.  B.  WHITE  NEWCOMB  CARLTON  J.  C.  W1LLEVER 

PRESIDENT _ CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD _ FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  £he  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

r 

GR22  1 4=M S  NEWYORK  NY  SEP  15  90?A 

DR  ROBERT  E  SPEER= 

MOUNTHERMON  MASS= 


:TH E  NEWS  IS  SHOCKING  MAY  GOD  GIVE  YOU  AND  MRS  SPEER 
STRENGTH  AND  C0MF0RT=  ~  •  .  * 

jCONNELL  B I  DWELL . 

■  (550A 


SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  —  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 

- r 


j - - s 

Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable¬ 
gram  unless  its  de¬ 
ferred  character  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced¬ 
ing  the  address. 

S  r 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


NORTH  AMERICA  FOR  CHRIST 


THE  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  HOME  MISSION  SOCIETY 

SAMUEL  BRYANT,  Treasurer 


2.3  EAST  20tli  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


October  3,  193^* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer :- 

May  I  send  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  my  deepest 
sympathy  in  the  sorrow  that  has  come  to  you  through 
the  death  of  your  son.  I  know  the  deep  faith  that 
will  sustain  you  in  this  time  of  trial  and  I  am  con¬ 
fidently  expecting  that  out  of  such  a  tragic  exper¬ 
ience  there  shall  come  forth  something  that  will  make 
it  genuinely  fruitful  for  the  Kingdom. 

May  God's  grace  be  abundant  to  you  and  may 
his  richest  blessing  rest  upon  you. 

Fraternally  yours, 


GFB;j 


George  G.  Barber 

551  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


September  17,  1954, 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Words  cannot  adequately  express  the 
feeling  of  sympathy  and  love  which  Mrs.  Barber  and 
I  want  to  convey  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourself. 

The  accident  to  Elliott  was  horribly 
shocking  and  as  strong  as  our  Christian  faith  may 
be,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  understand.  It  must  be 
all  the  more  distressing  to  you  not  to  know  why  or 
by  whom  the  dastardly  act  was  perpetrated. 

I  wish  there  was  something  we  could 
do  to  relieve  your  sorrow  and  grief  in  losing  one  so 
beloved,  but  I  guess  all  we  can  do  is  express  deepest 
sympathy  and  say  that  we  mourn  with  you. 

With  sincere  condolenceses,  I  am. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 
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By  Gilbert  ^dcLams 
a  deeper  light  in  thy  dear  eyes, 
a  deeper  longing  born  in  me, 

^jad  ever  as  the  old  year  dies, 
a  deeper  loss  in  losing  thee. 


a  deeper  sense  of  thine  own  joy, 
a  deeper  hope  of  what  shall  be, 
and  lo,  I  find  without  alloy 
a  deeper  gain  in  having  thee. 


a  deeper  peace  than  I  could  ask, 
^  deeper  love  for  all  I  see, 
iinoe  now  X  seek  in  every  task 
^  deeper  fellowship  with  thee. 


a  deeper  faith,  a  deeper  quest, 
aq  toy  bright  presence  heartens  me, 
aid  ever  deeper  in  my  breast 


The  prayer  our  Lord  still  leaches  thee, 

Thus  in  thy  longing  I  .  onld  share, 

-A  3 

thy  clear  vision  kindles  me, 


aind  helps  to  answer  here  the  prayer 
.ihich  deeper  meaning  has  for  thee; 


Father, Thy  Kingdom  come 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven, 

with  acknowledgments  to  Henry  Van  33yke*s 
lines  to  his  daughter  Dorothea. 
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GRACE  ANDREWS-BLACK,  M/D,  l  cVf  «^L  ^ 

CHESTNUT  STREET  \  ' 

Philadelphia 
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Office  Hours 

I  J)  T  IO  A.  M,  TO  1  P,  M. 

'  AND  BY  APPOINTMENT 
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Office  Hours 

10  A.  M.  TO  1  P.  M. 
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PRESIDENT  JUDGE 
326  PEN  N  ST. 

HUNTINGDON,  PA. 


^  2>  y 


3 


— y 


Ayxru^  c^La-<x^££ L  6~J 

QaIa _ C~~z^A^-a-~~^JL  S^Ast-A) 

■£a-^  6—p  *-* — 


^  — 4x1/ — C  '^-^'■(/i.^L 

_ e<|  , 


^rut  ^5 


Apartado  10, 
Ocana,  Colombia,  3. A 
Sept,  24,1934, 


Robert  E,  Speer,  D«D 
156  Fifth  Ave,, 

New  York  City, 

N.Y,  U.S.A. 


My  dear  Dr,  Speer s- 

Last  evening  we  received  a  letter  telling  us  of  the 
tragic  death  of  your  beloved  son. 

It  came  as  a  shock  to  us.  It  seems  so  difficult  to  imagine 
why  anyone  should  desire  to  harm  such  a  useful  young  man. 

How  our  hearts  go  out  to  you  and  Mrs,  Speer  who  have  been  be¬ 
reaved  of  a  devoted  son, and  also  to  the  dear  young  wife  and 
children  who  have  so  suddenly  been  left  to  grieve  the 
absence  of  a  beloved  husband  and  father. 

May  our  dear  Heavenly  Father  sustain  each  one  in  this 
hour  of  trial  and  draw  all  the  dear  ones  very  close  to  Him, 

May  He  bestow  upon  you  the  precious  comfort  that  comes 
through  faith  in  our  Divine  Saviour  and  His  abiding 
promises  is  our  wish  and  prajrer, 


Your  sincere  friend 


A.  Christy  Brown 

BOX  215 
WINONA  LAKE,  INDIANA 
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Miss  Louise  W.  Brooks 

925  ELIZABETH  STREET 
PASADENA.  CALIFORNIA 


October 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

When  Edith  Stanton  phoned  me 

of  Elliotts  tragic  death,  I  just  couldn't,  believe 
it  and  the  old  days  at  Camp  Diamond  and  Engle¬ 
wood  have  been  very  real  to  me  and  you  must  know 
how  greatly  myblove  goes  out  to  you.  I  keep  in 
touch  with  you  through  Theresa  and  a  good  many  of 
the  old  guard  who  used  to  be  at  600  and  through 
everything  of  my  life  runs  my  contact  with  your 
faith  and  courage--  so  deep  in  my  love  and  sympathy 
is  a  very  poignant  joy  over  having  known  you. 

God  bl e  s  8  you. 

Faithfully  your3,-  Louise  Brooks 
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G-l  endal  e ,  Ohi  a . 

October  6th,  1 934. 


My  dear  friends; 

I  have  been  waiting  for  a 
quiet  moment  when  I  could  sit  down  before  the 
typewriter  without  a  mental  background  of  small 
things  pressing  upon  my  attention. 

I  am  not  sure  whether  the 
spirit  of  this  note  should  be  sympathy.  I 
rather  think  not.  After  all  it  is  not  often 
that  a  father  and  mother  live  to  see  a  son  ful¬ 
fil  their  highest  aspirations  as  you  have.  And 

the  end - -seated  in  his  library  in  fellowship 

with  the  good  and  great.  What  a  heritage  for 
his  children! 


Death  is  the  great  adventure 
of  life.  The  unknown  becomes  the  known,  the 
questions  are  answered,  limitations  become  possi 
bilities,  a  new  birth  in  which  beauty  and  good¬ 
ness  survive,  the  dawn  of  another  day,  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  unrealized  aspirations. 

And  so  as  the  sutumn  leaves 
blanket  a  new-made  grave  Mr.  Blinn  and  I  would 
leave  you 

” Alone  with  Thee  amid  the  mystic  shadows 
The  solemn  hush  of  nature  newly  born". 


Faithfully, 


MOSES  BREEZE,  D.  D. 


1261  Oscar  Street,  Vic toria,B. C. , Canada. October  1st, 1934 


Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs . Speer : 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  you  how  shocked  we 
were  on  Saturday  to  get  the  news,  through  the  Board,  in 
hew  York,  about  the  assassination  of  your  Son, at  Northfield. 
We  felt  stunned.  Our  hearts  go  out  to  you  both, and  to  Mrs. 
Elliott  Speer,  and  all  your  people, in  this  great  loss  and 
bereavement.  Words  fail  us  at  a  time  like  this, but  we  pray 
that  comfort  and  strength  may  be  granted  to  you  all. 

My  brother  from  Uganda, who  is  now  living  in  Victoria, 

wishes  me  to  send  you  his  sincerest  sympathy  also.  He  had 

the  pleasure'  of  meeting  you  both  at  the  Students’  conference 

at  Northf ield, in  1896. he  was  a  member  of  the  delegation  from 

McGill  in  Mo^real,and  he  still  remembers  most  of  Dr.Speer’s 

address  given  to  the  students  at  that  time, on  James  1:27, 

Y. 

and  also  Mrs.  Speer  sining  so  feelingly  "Moment  by  Moment." 

May  our  heavenly  Father, at  this  time, make  you  feel  His 
presence  "Moment  by  Moment",  is  the  earnest  desire  and  prayers 
of  us  both. 

With  our  love  and  sincerest  sympathy, 
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Number  9455 


“I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me.” 
Matt.  25:36 


NUMBER  9455 


HIS  is  the  story  of  my  journey  from  the 
arid  fields  of  liberalism  to  the  rich  and 
blooming  Garden  of  our  Lord. 


Of  my  ancestry  little  need  be  said.  My  fore¬ 
bears  came  to  America  before  the  wars  of  the 
Colonies,  for  freedom  and  independence.  Some 
were  brave  and  valiant  highlanders  from  Scot¬ 
land,  others  were  from  the  plains  of  Navarre 
and  fled  to  this  lanfl  with  other  Huguenots;  and 
among  those  I  honor  most  were  sons  of  Israel, 
whose  ancestors  had  lived  in  the  land  that  Jesus 
trod  and  who  had  lifted  up  their  eyes  unto 
Palestinean  hills  and  gained  strength. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  college  and 
theological  school  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and 
later  to  complete  my  work  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  under  Shailer  Matthews,  George 
Burman  Foster,  Allan  Hoban,  Theodore  Soares 
and  Dean  Lewis  Fisher,  after  which  I  entered 
the  pastorate  of  the  Unitarian  church  at  Hins¬ 
dale,  later  accepting  a  call  of  the  Unitarian 
church  at  Kenosha,  Wisconsin.  My  training  as 
a  boy  in  the  religious  schools  of  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  church  at  Peoria,  and  the  reform 
Hebrew  Temple  Anshe  Emeth’  at  the  same  city 
had  been  complementary,  and  at  college  and 
theological  school  as  well  as  in  my  boyhood 
days  1  always  looked  upon  Jesus  as  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  teacher,  but  one  whose  historicity  was 
doubtful  and  who  was  not  necessarily  religiously 
helpful. ' 

And  so  I  sank  to  the  depths  and  found  my¬ 
self  a  sinner  and  a  prisoner  in  the  Chicago 
Bridewell.  Chaplain  C.  J.  Balfe  one  day  of¬ 
fered  me  help  if  I  could  find  a  friend  to  call 
upon  for  aid,  and  I  could  think  of  none.  And 
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Nor  can  we  truly  say  that  we  have  lived  until 
we  have  had  this  blessed  assurance  and  divine 
experience.  There  is  a  hunger  never  sated,  a 
thirst  never  slaked  without  it.  For  this,  and 
no  less,  were  we  born  and  came  unto  the  world, 
that  we  should  become  the  children  of  God, 
joint  heirs  with  His  Son. 

Until  we  get  that  divine  melody  in  our  hearts 
that  goes  with  the  blessed  assurance  that  we  are 
His,  none  of  us  will  make  a  dent  in  the  life  of 
the  world.  Not  even  truth  can  prevail  until  it 
find  whole  hearted  adherents  who  will  be  its 
ambassadors,  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
devotees  reckless  of  the  cost,  willing  to  spend 
and  be  spent  and  even  to  be  persecuted  for  its 
sake. 

In  our  reactions  from  a  shallow  emotionalism 
and  a  sickly  sentimentality  we  have  gone  too 
far.  We  have  forsaken  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
fountain  of  living  water,  and  hewn  out  cisterns 
of  respectability,  broken  cisterns  that  hold  no 
water.  We,  the  children  of  the  golden  sun,  have 
become  worshippers  of  the  silver  but  chilly 
moon.  Intellect  has  usurped  the  throne  of  the 
Spirit,  and  cannot  match  its  authority  and  power 
to  sway. 

If  I  have  but  one  message  to  give  to  the 
world,  but  one  last  statement  to  make,  it  is  this: 
“Accept  the  promises  of  our  blessed  Lord,  rea¬ 
lize  that  for  us  He  died,  and  that  by  His  shed 
blood  we  have  full  salvation,  and  that  rich  and 
blessed  inner  assurance  that  we  are  His.” 

Somehow,  I  will  confess,  I  have  a  feeling  that 
the  Christian  pulpit  is  too  often  toning  down 
the  distinctly  Christian  message,  afraid  to  offend 
those  who  are  but  luke  warm  in  the  faith. 
Sometimes  I  wonder  if  we  are  not  all  of  us 
tempted  to  be  smart  and  clever  rather  than 
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profound,  and  Christianity,  while  simple,  is  a 
very  profound  thing.  It  deals  with  salvation 
through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Its 
business  is  to  do  the  business  of  the  Son  of 
God.  The  task  of  the  Christian  churches  was 
not  when  Robert  Ingersoll  denied  the  Father¬ 
hood  of  God;  it  was  set  up  when  Jesus  of 
Xazareth  affirmed  it.  He  that  doeth  the  will 
of  God  comes  to  know  the  doctrine.  The  pure 
in  heart  see  God.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
l  hrist  saves  and  makes  us  whole. 

Yours  in  the  Master’s  Service, 

J.M.  D. 

A  Hymn 

When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss, 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine; 

That  were  a  present  far  too  small: 

Love  so  amazing,  so  Divine, 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 

— Isaac  Watts. 


A  Prayer 

Most  holy  and  merciful  Father:  We  acknowledge 
and  confess  in  Thy  Presence:  Our  sinful  nature  prone 
to  evil  and  slothful  in  good:  And  all  our  shortcomings 
and  offenses  against  Thee.  Thou  alone  knowest  how 
often  we  have  sinned:  In  wandering  from  Thy  ways; 
In  wasting  Thy  gifts;  In  forgetting  Thy  love.  But 
Thou,  O  Lord,  have  pity  upon  us:  Who  are  ashamed 
and  sorry  for  all  wherein  we  have  displeased  Thee. 
Teach  us  to  hate  our  errors;  Cleanse  us  from  our  secret 
faults:  And  forgive  our  sins;  For  the  sake  of  Thy  dear 
Son  our  Saviour.  And  O  most  holy  and  loving  Father; 
Send  thy  purifying  grace  into  our  hearts,  we  beseech 
Thee:  That  we  may  henceforth  live  in  Thy  light  and 
walk  in  Thy  ways;  According  to  the  commandments 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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CHAPLAIN  C.  J.  BALFE 
28th  Street  and  California  Ave. 


Male  -  - 

14,868 

Father  Living  1,442 

Female  -  - 

■  2,070 

Mother 

”  2,894 

Total 

16,938 

F.  and  M. 

”  5,024 

Parents  Dead  7.578 

Color  of  Inmates 

White  -  - 

11,790 

Total 

16,938 

Black 

5,139 

Ages  of  Inmates 

Red 

Yellow 

2 

-  7 

16  years 

-  -  19 

17 

230 

Total 

16,938 

18 

356 

Social  Relations 

19 

361 

Married  - 

-  6,519 

20 

409 

Single 

9,270 

21 

612 

Divorced  - 

-  126 

22  to  25  - 

-  2,820 

Separated  - 

-  221 

26  to  30  - 

-  2,849 

Widowed  - 

-  802 

31  to  35  - 

-  2,206 

Total 

16,938 

36  to  40  - 

-  2,287 

Have 

41  to  50  - 

-  2,819 

Children 

-  2,778 

51  to  60  - 

-  1,282 

No  Children 

i  -4,890 

61  to  70  - 

-  569 

over  70 

-  119 

Education 

Illiterate  - 

-  661 

Total 

16,938 

ReadAVrite 

16,277 

Nativity  of  Inmates 

Total 

16,938 

U.  S.  Born 

-  12,739 

Commitments 

U.  S.  Poss. 

-  -  104 

Previous 

Foreign  - 

-  4,095 

Male  -  - 

8,592 

Total 

16,938 
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U.  S.  Poss. 

-  -  39 
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Foreign  - 

-  7,475 

Total 

16,938 

Total 

16,938 
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is  the  story  of  my  journey  from  the 
V,  J  arid  fields  of  liberalism  to  the  rich  and 
blooming  Garden  of  our  Lord. 

Of  my  ancestry  little  need  be  said.  My  fore¬ 
bears  came  to  America  before  the  wars  of  the 
Colonies,  for  freedom  and  independence.  Some 
were  brave  and  valiant  highlanders  from  Scot¬ 
land,  others  were  from  the  plains  of  Navarre 
and  fled  to  this  laiM  with  other  Huguenots;  and 
among  those  I  honor  most  were  sons  of  Israel, 
whose  ancestors  had  lived  in  the  land  that  Jesus 
trod  and  who  had  lifted  up  their  eyes  unto 
Palestinean  hills  and  gained  strength. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  college  and 
theological  school  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and 
later  to  complete  my  work  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  under  Shailer  Matthews,  George 
Burman  Foster,  Allan  Hoban,  Theodore  Soares 
and  Dean  Lewis  Fisher,  after  which  I  entered 
the  pastorate  of  the  Unitarian  church  at  Hins¬ 
dale,  later  accepting  a  call  of  the  Unitarian 
church  at  Kenosha,  Wisconsin.  My  training  as 
a  boy  in  the  religious  schools  of  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  church  at  Peoria,  and  the  reform 
Hebrew  Temple  Anshe  Emeth’  at  the  same  city 
had  been  complementary,  and  at  college  and 
theological  school  as  well  as  in  my  boyhood 
days  I  always  looked  upon  Jesus  as  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  teacher,  but  one  whose  historicity  was 
doubtful  and  who  was  not  necessarily  religiously 
helpful. ' 


And  so  I  sank  to  the  depths  and  found  my¬ 
self  a  sinner  and  a  prisoner  in  the  Chicago 
Bridewell.  Chaplain  C.  J.  Balfe  one  day  of¬ 
fered  me  help  if  I  could  find  a  friend  to  call 
upon  for  aid,  and  I  could  think  of  none.  And 
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then  it  was  I  came  to  myself  like  unto  the 
Prodigal  Son  of  old.  Brother  Balfe  had  just 
reminded  me  that  when  a  man  has  not  even 
one  friend,  that  he  is  poor  indeed. 

Sitting  in  the  little  cell  in  which  I  slept,  there 
swept  over  me  the  consciousness  that  not  only 
is  Jesus  a  fact  in  history  but  the  most  striking 
and  important  man  that  ever  lived.  I  realized 
that  He  has  been  a  Saviour  to  millions,  that 
He  has  given  men  a  life  purpose,  and  that  “He 
lives  forever.” 

This  great,  wise,  loving  Jesus  realized  in  His 
life  perfect  communion  with  the  Unseen  Order 
which  blossoms  forth  in  human  beings.  He 
called  it  Father.  To  this  order  He  turned  for 
strength.  From  it  strength  flowed  into  Him. 
And  uncounted  millions  who  have  turned  to 
Him  have  experienced  what  He  experienced. 
And  as  1  pondered  these  things  in  my  heart  I 
gave  myself  to  Him.  fully  conscious  that  an 
illusion  cannot  create  a  Jesus  Christ. 

I  did  not  seek  creeds  nor  dogmas  but  realized 
with  intense  emotion  that  loyalty  to  Him  will 
clear  up  all  dark  places,  for  he  that  doeth  the 
will  comes  to  know  the  doctrine.  The  pure  in 
heart  see  God.  Calvary  paid  it  all,  the  blood 
of  the  crucified  One  washed  me  clean,  the  clouds 
rolled  away  and  1  realized  that  I,  who  should 
have  been  lost  in  meshes  of  sin,  but  for  the 
loving  kindness  of  our  Prison  Chaplain,  was  now 
a  child  of  the  Father  of  Love,  of  Light,  and  of 
Eternal  Strength.  My  happiness  in  this  glorious 
experience  knows  no  bounds.  I  have  that 
blessed  assurance  that  1  am  His. 

For  many  years  I  had  been  under  the  illusion 
that  Christianity  was  something  which  a  man 
can  possess,  when  the  truth  is  that  Christianity 
is  something  which  may  possess  a  man. 
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While  science  may  be  content  with  an  outer 
assurance,  and  the  scientist  is  satisfied  that  the 
evidence  he  gathers  all  goes  to  confirm  the 
hypothesis  he  has  formed, — Religion  requires 
more.  And  the  truly  religious  man  is  not  satis¬ 
fied  when  he  holds  a  system  of  thought  which 
fully  meets  the  demands  of  his  logical  faculty, 
nor  when  he  has  discovered  a  rule  of  conduct 
which  enables  him  to  meet  the  average  daily 
crisis.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  man  is  good, 
that  he  is  calm  and  confident,  that  he  is  energetic 
in  good  works  and  brave  in  trial.  The  truly 
religious  man,  saved  by  grace  and  the  precious 
love  of  our  Lord,  is  possessed  with  enthusiasm, 
he  is  exuberant,  he  rejoiceth  at  all  times;  His 
is  that  blessed  assurance  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
dwells  within  him,  that  he  has  witnessed  the 
power  of  the  Holy  One  within.  To  the  truly 
religious  man  life  must  answer  him  in  the  joy 
of  his  heart. 

Since  Jesus  came  into  my  heart,  it  has  come 
to  me  that  above  the  religion  of  the  law  and 
the  letter,  transcendent  over  creeds  and  code, 
there  is  an  airy  power  that  bears  along  every¬ 
thing  else  as  a  breeze  bears  leaves  and  straws. 
To  be  religious  but  oblivious  to  this  power  is 
as  incomplete  as  to  be  the  master  of  a  brigantine 
and  sail  the  seven  seas  without  heed  to  courses 
of  the  trade  winds. 

It  is  our  high  privilege  as  human  beings  to 
enjoy  every  enriching  experience  that  is  open  to 
man.  Why  should  we  deny  ourselves  the  deepest, 
most  stirring,  and  sublimest  of  all?  Not  all  can 
travel  and  see  the  grandeur  of  the  world;  not 
all  can  be  artists  and  triumph  in  skill,  or  actors 
waking  to  ecstasy  the  living  lyre;  but  all  can 
be  whole,  complete,  and  saved  in  the  glorious 
experience  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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Nor  can  we  truly  say  that  we  have  lived  until 
we  have  had  thi&  blessed  assurance  and  divine 
experience.  There  is  a  hunger  never  sated,  a 
thirst  never  slaked  without  it.  For  this,  and 
no  less,  were  we  born  and  came  unto  the  world, 
that  we  should  become  the  children  of  God, 
joint  heirs  with  His  Son. 

Until  we  get  that  divine  melody  in  our  hearts 
that  goes  with  the  blessed  assurance  that  we  are 
His,  none  of  us  will  make  a  dent  in  the  life  of 
the  world.  Not  even  truth  can  prevail  until  it 
find  whole  hearted  adherents  who  will  be  its 
ambassadors,  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
devotees  reckless  of  the  cost,  willing  to  spend 
and  be  spent  and  even  to  be  persecuted  for  its 
sake. 

In  our  reactions  from  a  shallow  emotionalism 
and  a  sickly  sentimentality  we  have  gone  too 
far.  We  have  forsaken  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
fountain  of  living  water,  and  hewn  out  cisterns 
of  respectability,  broken  cisterns  that  hold  no 
water.  We,  the  children  of  the  golden  sun,  have 
become  worshippers  of  the  silver  but  chilly 
moon.  Intellect  has  usurped  the  throne  of  the 
Spirit,  and  cannot  match  its  authority  and  power 
to  sway. 

If  I  have  but  one  message  to  give  to  th? 
world,  but  one  last  statement  to  make,  it  is  this: 
“Accept  the  promises  of  our  blessed  Lord,  rea¬ 
lize  that  for  us  He  died,  and  that  by  His  shed 
blood  we  have  full  salvation,  and  that  rich  and 
blessed  inner  assurance  that  we  are  His.” 

Somehow,  I  will  confess,  I  have  a  feeling  that 
the  Christian  pulpit  is  too  often  toning  down 
the  distinctly  Christian  message,  afraid  to  offend 
those  who  are  but  luke  warm  in  the  faith. 
Sometimes  I  wonder  if  we  are  not  all  of  us 
tempted  to  be  smart  and  clever  rather  than 
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5  oil-  .  it  ,ve.  ,  Bellevue,  Pa.,  Septl8th,  1934. . 


Ur. Robert  2. Sneer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 


New  York  City: 


Dear  Dr. Speer: 


I  was  shocked  to  re  d  in  the  papers  on  last 


Saturday  of  the  death  of  your  son,  Dr. Elliott  Speer  in  his  home  in 
Ncrthfield; and  I  now  write  you  to  give  expession  to  ;ay  deep  sympathy 
with  you  and  Mrs. Speer  in  your  sad  affliction. 

Words  at  such  a  tine  do  not  signify  muoh,but  yet  bsent  from  you 
it  is  only  through  human  language  th  t  angt  expression  of  he-rt  sym¬ 
pathy  can  be  given. by  heart  goes  out  to  you, dear  Dr. Speer  in  your  sad¬ 
ness  at  the  taking  away  of  your  won, just  entering  upon  the  full  flower 
of  his  jaanhood.lt  is  hidden  frcn.  us  why  he  should  have  been  taken;  and  it 
/Ui  curs  to  rest  in  the  fact  of  both  revelation  and  of  experience  that  He 
dceth  all  things  well. 

Will  you, Dr. Speer  , espress  to  your  wife  my  deep  sympathy  with  you 
in  your  sorrow; and  may  the  Cod  of  peace  and  of  all  comfort  be  very  pres¬ 
ent  jrith  you  both  to  comfort  and  to  sust  in  and  to  guide  you  an  all  thing 
to  His  praise. ...y  daughter  Carmen  with  when.  I  am  ioin  me  in  this  expres¬ 
sion  of  cur  sympathy  with  you: 


Very' Sincerely  Yours: 
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FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA 


Percy  Earle  Burtt.  D  D. 
minister 
Donald  C.  Farley 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION 


September  Twentieth 
Nineteen-hundred 


Thirty- four 


My  dear  hr.  Speer: 

I  am  writing  you  with  a  heart  full  of  sympathy  and 
compassion. 

Last  night,  we  read,  before  we  went  to  bed,  that 
great  passage  II  Cor.  1st  Chapter,  3rd  and  4th 
verses,  ’’Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  tri¬ 
bulation  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which 
are  in  any  trouble  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  our¬ 
selves  are  comforted  of  God”. 

May  the  hi vine  arms  encircle  you  and  yours  in  these 
days.  Heaven  has  come  a  great  deal  nearer  to  you 
than  ever  before.  Mrs .  Burtt  and  I  shall  remember 
you  constantly  in  our  prayers. 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  a  copy  of 
a  poem  written  some  years  ago  by  Douglas  Malloch, 
which  has  in  it ,  I  think,  a  great  deal  of  comfort, 
especially  those  closing  lines, 

’’And  where  hs  is  and  where  we  are 
Will  never  seem  again  so  far. ” 

With  sincere  regards,  I  am 


Faithfully  yours , 


The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  h. h 
156  -  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


Enel 


B/B 


A  COMRADE  RIDES  AHEAD 
To  the  Maunory  of  Emerson  Hough 
By  Douglas  Mall o oh 

Time  "brings  not  death,  it  brings  but  changes; 

I  know  he  rides,  but  i&JLoss  afar, 

Today  some  other  planet  ranges 
And  camps  tonight  upon  a  star 
Where  all  his  other  comrades  are 

For  there  were  those  who  rode  before  him, 

As  there  are  these  he  leaves  behind; 
Although  from  us  time’s  changes  bore  him, 

Out  there  our  comrade  still  will  find 
The  kinship  of  the  comrade  mind. 

Time  brings  us  change  and  leaves  us  fretting; 

We  weep  when  ev’ry  comrade  goes — 

Perhaps  too  muph,  perhaps  forgetting 
That  over  yonder  there  are  those 
To  whom  he  comes  and  whom  he  knows. 

I  would  not  hold  our  loss  too  lightly; 

God  knows,  and  he,  how  deep  the  pain; 

But, friends,  I  see  still  shining  brightly 
The  brightest  link  in  all  our  chain 
That  links  us  w ith  a  new  domain. 

For  this  I  swear,  because  believing: 

Time  breaks  no  circle  such  as  this. 

However  hurt,  however  grieving, 

However  much  a  friend  we  miss, 

Between  the  worlds  is  no  abyss. 

For  friendship  binds  the  worlds  together — 
World  over  there,  world  over  here. 

From  earth  to  heaven  is  the  tether 

That  brings  the  earth  and  heaven  near 
And  makes  them  both  a  bit  more  dear. 

Not  weaker  now  our  chain,  but  stronger; 

In  all  our  loss  and  all  our  ill 
We  now  shall  look  a  little  longer 
At  ev’ry  star  above  the  hill 
And  think  of  him,  and  have  him  still. 

7/hat  ever  vales  we  yet  may  wander, 

7/hat  sorrow  come,  what  tempest  blow, 

We  have  a  friend,  a  friend  out  yojjder, 

To  greet  us  when  we  have  to  go — 

Out  yonder  someone  that  we  know. 

To  all  eternity  he  binds  us; 

He  links  the  planet  and  the  star; 

He  rides  ahead,  the  trail  he  finds  us, 

And  where  he  is  and  where  we  are 
Will  never  seem  again  so  far. 


HARRY  BURTON  BOYD 

1724  ARCH  ST. 
PHILADELPHIA,  PENNA. 
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HENRY  SEYMOUR  BROWN 

1323  CHICAGO  TEMPLE 
77  WEST  WASHINGTON  STREET 
CHICAGO 
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September  19,  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Secretary,  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  been  distressed  with  a  countless  number 
of  others,  about  the  happening  to  your  beloved  son  in 
Northfield.  It  is  the  worst  case  of  human  happenings 
that  has  occurred  in  my  experience  and  shows  a  fiendishnes§ 
if  not  fanaticism,  that  makes  many  question  the 
existence  of  Divine  Providence.  I  am  sorry  that 
you  have  been  hurt  and  your  honored  wife  also, and  more? 
but  of  course  you  have  not  lost  the  memory  of  the 
service  rendered  in  teaching  of  your  beloved  son,  though 
to  lose  such  a  brilliant,  winsome  and  even  handsome 
son  must  be  a  distressing  blow. 

May  the  Lord  of  light  strengthen  and  support 
you  and  your  lady  and  give  you  such  a  spirit  and  such 
light  that  you  may  be  able  to  be  an  even  greater 
blessing  to  missionaries  at  home  and  abroad  than, 
you  have  ever  been  before.  You  have '  the  rod  and*' staff 
which  always  comfort  when  we  walk  through  the  valley 
of  dark  shadows. 

Very 
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MEMORIAL  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

WENONAH  NEW  JERSEY 

o.w.  buschgen,  d.d.,  Minister  September  17  1954 

Dr  D.0bert  s  Speer, 

^ew  iork  N.Y. 

My  dear  sr%  Speer: 

Our  hearts  go  out  to  you  and  Mrs  Speer  and  we 
wish  to  assure  you  of  our  prayers  and  sympathy.  Romans  8.28  still 
holds.  May  God  bless 

<r 
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H.B. 
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LAW  OFFICES 

WILLIAM  S.  BENNET 

25  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


W.  M.  COSBY,  Clerk  of  Session,  1501  Avenue  A 


E.  P.  LEWIS,  Church  Treasurer,  2120  First  Avenue 


Aupijup  PrpBbxjIfrtan  Glljurrlj 

SIXTH  AVENUE  AND  EIGHTEENTH  STREET,  NORTH 
Phone  3-1097 

Joseph  McClellan  broady,  pastor 
MRS.  THOS.  S.  GETTYS,  Secretary 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 

Sept*  21,  1934. 


Mr.  Robert  £.  Speer,  D.D.  , 
156  Fifth  Avenue , 

Hew  York  City,  If.  Y. 

My  dear  Robert 


I  feel  that  I  can  say  dear  Robert  this  morn¬ 
ing  on  account  of  the  fine  appreciation  I  have  had  for  you 
all  of  these  years,  and  the  unspeakable  tragedy  that  has 
come  into  your  heart.  I  feel  that  all  of  your  friends  in 
the  entire  church  would  like  to  share  with  you,  if  possible, 
this  load  too  heavy  for  any  individual  shoulders  to  bear. 

I  was  shocked  as  was  the  entire  country  at 
this  dasterdly  deed  and  hasten  to  express  to  you  my  love 
and  sympathy  at  this  time  of  bereavement  and  irreparable 
loss.  May  the  comforting  presence  of  Him  who  has  stood  by 

you  in  all  of  the  fine  experiences  of  life  be  with  you  in 

a  double  portion  in  these  days  of  great  sorrow.  At  our 
prayer  service  on  Wednesday  night  I  spoke  of  this  to  my 
people  and  the  entire  congregation  was  deeply  sympathetic. 

Special  prayer  was  offered  for  you  and  your  lovely  family. 

Mr.  Cosby  aud  Mr.  Barr  of  Acipco,  wanted  especially  to  be 
remembered  to  you  in  this  hour. 

This  note  is  just  to  let  you  know  that  we 
are  praying  for  you  that  the  marvelous  sustaining  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  continue  to  be  your  comfort  and 
consolati on. 

As  ever  your  friend  and  brother  in  Christ, 


JMB :AC 


William  Iffbiuarh  '3@icberhiolf 
fiMhrieter 


^Rotm!  :)3otitctan«  OKjape! 

^Interdenominational 

Paint  jSBcaclj 


Monticello,  Indiana*  September  22,1934 


My  dear  Speer, 

As  the  news  came  to  me  of  the  tragic  death  of  your  son 
at  Northfield  my  heart  went  out  to  you  and  to  Mrs*  Speer  in  great 
sympathy.  The  whole  country  has  been  shocked  at  this  occurence  so 
sad  and  so  strange  but  those  of  us  who  know  you  best  can  sense 
something  of  the  deep  sorrow  that  is  yours  in  the  loss  you  have 
sustained  and  which  has  been  deepened  by  the  distressing  way  it 
came  about.  Mrs.  Biederwolf  joins  me  in  these  lines  of  prayerful 
sympathy  and  we  commend  you  both  to  the  comfort  wherewith  we  are 
comforted  of  Him  who  understands  and  holds  us  tight  in  hours  such 
as  these  through  which  you  have  been  called  to  go. 


With  deep  sympathy  and  love, 
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WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CMV/RCM 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA 


THE  MINISTERS  STUDY 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BODDY 


September  26,  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

You  and  Mrs,  Speer  have  been  con¬ 
stantly  in  our  minds.  You  have  been  re¬ 
membered  in  public  prayers  of  Westminster 
Church  and  in  all  our  private  devotions. 
We  do  not  understand,  of  course,  but  it 
was  out  of  Calvary  that  redemption  came. 
God  keep  you  all. 


Faithfully, 


William  H.  Boddy 
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pictttanjt,  lUlincis 

September  24th,  1934. 

.Or.  Robert  S.  Spear, 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  . 

Dear  Sir; 

I  have  just  read  in  the  Presbyterian  of  the  death  of 

your  son. 

i  know  how  hollow  words  are  -  sometimes  even  the  words 
of  our  best  frisnds  -  in  times  of  grief.  But  I  think  my  father 
would  want  me  to  write  you. 

I  an  the  only  son  of  John  Harris  Baird.  I  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  you  and  your  work  years  ago,  through  his  interest.  And 
that  interest  was  renewed  a  year  or  so  ago  when  my  aunt, 

Mrs.  Annabelle  Baird  Brown,  wrote  me  a  long  letter  about  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  old  Limestone  church.  I  did 
not  know  you  had  \  son  -  but  my  middle  name  is  Elliott.  So 
you  will  know  my  sympathy  is  sincere. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Louis  A.  Black 


Maryville,  Tennessee 

Maryville  College, 
September  25,  1934. 

^ev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D., 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

It  seems  impossible  for  me  to  get  over  the  feeling  that 
gripped  me  on  reading  in  a  Knoxville  paper  of  the  tragic 
death  of  your  son  Elliott.  That  one  of  so  promising  a  life 
should  so  suddenly  and  tragically  be  taken  is  beyond  human 
understanding.  Several  of  us  here  have  been  praying  for  you 
and  Mrs.  Speer,  even  though  we  cannot  enter  fully  into  your 
experience  of  loss  and  loneliness  and  tragedy.  The  comfort¬ 
ing  Heavenljr  Father  alone  can  be  to  you  all  that  you  need  in 
this  extreme  experience.  You  will  be  sustained;  your  faith 
will  not  fail,  for  you  have  learned  to  say:  "Our  confidence 
is  in  God«"  We  can  only  assure  you  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
and  that  we  are  praying  for  you. 

When  Elliott  was  in  England  for  work  in  the  British 
Camps  I  was  at  the  American  Headquarters  of  the  Y  M  C  A  and 
became  well  acquainted  with  him.  As  a  result  of  that 
acquaintance  I  have  maintained  an  interest  in  him,  and  it 
pleased  me  very  much  when  he  was  called  to  Northfield. 

I  wish  earnestly  that  I  could  help  you  in  some  way. 


Verv  sineeTftlv  vmirs 
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President’s  Office 

Brown  University 

Providence,  Rhode  Island 


October  31,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue , 
New  York  City. 


Dear  Robert: 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  an  invitation  to 
the  memorial  service  for  Elliott  at  Mount  Hermon 
on  Sunday,  November  11th.  I  see  that  you  are  to  be 
the  speaker.  I  am  glad  that  you  can  render  that 
great  service.  No  one  could  do  it  as  well.  It  will 
be  a  wonderful  occasion.  I  would  be  glad  to  be  there 
for  every  reason.  I  cannot,  however,  for  I  am  on 
November  11th  at  Cornell  University  for  the  service 
in  Sage  Chapel. 

With  warm  and  constant  regard, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Clarence  A.  Barbour. 


JAMES  B.  BAILEY 

517  COMMERCIAL  TRUST  COMPANY  BLDG. 
PHILADELPHIA 
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